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Important Information and Disclosures

TradeStation does not provide investment, legal, or tax advice. This content is for informational, demonstrational, and educational purposes 
only. This is not a recommendation regarding any investment or investment strategy. Any opinions expressed herein are those of the 
creator and do not necessarily represent the views or opinions of TradeStation. The information presented is subject to change. Any 
examples or illustrations provided are hypothetical in nature and provided for demonstrational purposes or to illustrate mathematical 
principals and do not reflect results actually achieved and do not account for risks, fees, expenses, or other important considerations. These 
types of examples are not meant to predict or project the performance of a specific investment or investment strategy and should never be 
relied upon when making an investment decision.

Trading options involves significant risks. Before trading options please view Characteristics and Risks of Standardized Options which you 
may find and download by visiting www.tradestation.com/important-information.

Investing involves risks. Past performance, whether actual or indicated by historical tests of strategies, is no guarantee of future performance 
or success. There is a possibility that you may sustain a loss equal to or greater than your entire investment regardless of which asset class 
you trade (equities, options, futures, or digital assets); therefore, you should not invest or risk money that you cannot afford to lose. Before 
trading any asset class, first read the relevant risk disclosure statements on the Important Documents page, found 
here: www.tradestation.com/important-information.

TradeStation Securities, Inc., TradeStation Crypto, Inc., and TradeStation Technologies, Inc. are each wholly-owned subsidiaries of 
TradeStation Group, Inc., all operating, and providing products and services, under the TradeStation brand and trademark. You Can Trade, 
Inc. is also a wholly-owned subsidiary of TradeStation Group, Inc., operating under its own brand and trademarks. When applying for, or 
purchasing, accounts, subscriptions, products, and services, it is important that you know which company you will be dealing with. Please 
visit www.tradestation.com/important-information for further important information explaining what this means.

http://www.tradestation.com/important-information
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/S915CXDYVMhMg7PzTVkK7K?domain=tradestation.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/S915CXDYVMhMg7PzTVkK7K?domain=tradestation.com


https://app.youcantrade.com/coach/1001



• Premium Courses

• Strategy Concepts

• Daily Live On-line Sessions

• Essential Platform Training

• Session Archives

• Ask the Experts Q&A Sessions

• Exclusive Special Guest Events

https://app.youcantrade.com/coach/1005

TradeStation Securities, Inc. provides support and training channels hosted on its affiliate 
YouCanTrade. Any other services offered/hosted by YouCanTrade are not sponsored, endorsed, 
sold, or promoted by TradeStation Securities and it makes no representation regarding any 
YouCanTrade goods or services.

https://app.youcantrade.com/coach/1005


*Offer terms and conditions apply. Visit https://bit.ly/3ACbl04 to learn more.

https://bit.ly/3ACbl04


• Reducing Trading Errors

• Measuring Price Moves

• The Cost of the Bid Ask Spread

• Volatility Valuation

Learning Points



What you need to know:

• Dollar Risk to Trade

• Front Month Contract – Month Codes

• Expiration and First Notice Dates

• Session Start and End Times

• Margin Rates

• Price, Volume, and Open Interest Patterns

Chart Study: @ArtTS Futures Info CH

Reducing Trading Errors



Each Futures market has unique point value

• Calculate and display the dollar value of a price level 
to the current price

• Ability to adjust the trade size (long or short)

• Measure the dollar price potential of a price range

Chart Study: @ArtTS Levels Calc CH

Measuring Price Movement Potential



Know the bid/ask spread cost of a market order

• Display the bid/ask spread in minimum moves

• Visual alert if the bid/ask spread is greater then some 
number of minimum moves – set with an input

• Calculate the dollar value of the bid/ask spread for 
any trade size – RadarScreen

RadarScreen Study: @ArtTS BidAsk Spread Dollars RS

Bid/Ask Spread Reporting



What is the dollar value of the volatility for a futures contract?

Measuring Volatility in Dollars:

Average True Range (20 Bars)
Multiply the ATR times the point value of the Future

Price Channel Range (20 Bars)
Multiply range from highest high to lowest low, over 
some number of bars times the point value of the Future

RadarScreen Study: @ArtTS Dollar Range

Volatility Valuation



What is the most volatility my margin dollar can buy?

Measuring Bang for Your Buck as a percent of Futures margin

Average True Range (20 Bars)
Multiply the ATR times the point value of the Futures, divided by 
the initial margin

Price Channel Range (20 Bars)
Multiply range from highest high to lowest low, over some 
number of bars, times the point value of the Futures, divided by the 
initial margin

RadarScreen Studies: @ArtTS BangForYouBuck RS & @ArtTS Futures Margin RS

Bang for Your Buck



*Offer terms and conditions apply. Visit https://bit.ly/3ACbl04 to learn more.

https://bit.ly/3ACbl04

